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Mimi DiPietro Skating Center – Status Update


Current Status
Mimi DiPietro Skating Center is currently closed due to concerns about the structural integrity
of the wall that houses the rink’s ammonia refrigeration system.
Baltimore City Recreation and Parks (BCRP) has determined that, if repairs are successful, the
rink will reopen briefly for the 2025–2026 season only. After this season, the facility will close
permanently due to its age and overall structural condition.

Repair Timeline
The most imperative portion of the repair: the damaged wall, requires stabilization before the
refrigeration system can be restarted.
· BCRP has received the repair estimate and it has been submitted for emergency
· approval to Purchasing.
· Work has commenced and will last approximately two weeks.
· After repairs, the ammonia compressor system must be reactivated to create ice.
· If the repairs are successful, the earliest estimated reopening is late December 2025 or early January 2026.

Impact on Skating Center Tenants
The temporary closure affects the Baltimore Banners, Patterson Park Stars, Broom Ball, The
Cardinals, and Boys Latin School ice hockey program.
· Mount Pleasant Ice Arena will accommodate the Banners and part of Boys Latin’s
· practice time.
· The Stars have chosen to cancel their season.
· Broom Ball and The Cardinals cannot be accommodated at Mt. Pleasant.
· While awaiting repair estimates, Rec & Parks is actively exploring alternative sites, including options outside Baltimore City.

Updates will be posted at bcrp.baltimorecity.gov

Long-Term Outlook
Mimi DiPietro has served the community for 39 years, but long-standing structural issues—
including foundation concerns, dome integrity, and soil movement—were identified as far
back as the 1998 Patterson Park Master Plan.







A new, structurally sound ice rink would cost $5–10 million, and given the City’s broader infrastructure demands, BCRP has reached the limits of what maintenance can safely support. Therefore, the 2025–2026 season will be the final operating season before long-term closure. The original construction of Mimi DiPietro and other “Special Facilities” (e.g., Shake & Bake, the Rowing Club) relied heavily on private fundraising during the 1980s. As City leadership considers the future of Mimi DiPietro, similar funding models may need to be explored.
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